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A RESOLUTION to recognize University of Tennessee Institute of 

Agriculture Senior Vice President and Senior 
Vice Chancellor Tim Cross on the occasion of 
his retirement.  

 
 WHEREAS, it is appropriate that the members of this General Assembly should honor 

those citizens who have performed with uncommon devotion and enthusiasm throughout their 

years of public service; and 

WHEREAS, Dr. Tim Cross is one such estimable individual, who has served with 

distinction for twenty-seven years at the University of Tennessee Institute of Agriculture and will 

take his well-deserved retirement on August 31, 2021; and 

WHEREAS, Dr. Tim Cross has led the University of Tennessee Institute of Agriculture 

since 2016, playing a critical role in supporting every county in Tennessee; and 

WHEREAS, his tenure at the University of Tennessee also includes serving as dean and 

assistant dean of UT Extension, and he was a professor and assistant professor of agricultural 

economics; and 

WHEREAS, before coming to the University of Tennessee, Dr. Tim Cross spent eleven 

years at Oregon State University as assistant professor and instructor of agricultural and 

resources economics; he also served as an instructor in the department of agriculture at Fort 

Hays State University in Kansas; and 

WHEREAS, under Dr. Tim Cross's leadership, the University of Tennessee Institute of 

Agriculture achieved great success; through a collaborative effort among faculty and staff from 

the University of Tennessee Institute of Agriculture and UT Knoxville, the university was named 

one of three Innovation and Economic Prosperity Universities by the Association of Public and 

Land-Grant Universities in 2020.  This designation acknowledges the exceptional ways UT 
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cultivates community engagement, economic growth, and workforce development across the 

State; and 

WHEREAS, he was instrumental in increasing grant awards from $62 million in 2015 to 

$72 million in 2020, exceeding fundraising goals for the University of Tennessee Institute of 

Agriculture and establishing the Herbert College of Agriculture in 2018, the third named college 

at UT Knoxville and the second College of Agriculture in the United States named for a 

philanthropist; and 

WHEREAS, Dr. Tim Cross provided critical support to the University of Tennessee 

Institute of Agriculture faculty and staff; since 2017, eleven faculty received awards from 

national or international associations, including being named fellows and distinguished leaders 

in their fields of study; and 

WHEREAS, his leadership was particularly crucial during the pandemic; in 2020, the 

University of Tennessee Institute of Agriculture had 3.5 million educational outreach contacts 

and more than 19 million digital contacts, and the Veterinary Medical Center treated 34,000 

animal patients, remaining in operation throughout the pandemic; and 

WHEREAS, Dr. Tim Cross understands the importance of bringing the resources of the 

University of Tennessee to the people of Tennessee and exemplifies the spirit of a true 

Tennessean; and 

WHEREAS, throughout his estimable career, Dr. Tim Cross has demonstrated the 

utmost professionalism, ability, and integrity, winning the sincere respect and admiration of the 

university's administration, faculty, staff, students, alumni, and Tennesseans statewide; now, 

therefore, 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE ONE HUNDRED TWELFTH GENERAL 

ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
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CONCURRING, that we extend to Dr. Tim Cross our heartfelt wishes for a happy and fulfilling 

retirement and every continued success in his future endeavors. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that an appropriate copy of this resolution be prepared 

for presentation with this final clause omitted from such copy and upon proper request made to 

the appropriate clerk, the language appearing immediately following the State seal appear 

without House or Senate designation. 


